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"  k/jANY  of  our  comrades  think  that  the 
more  high-sounding  words,  and  the 
more  formulas  and  theses  unintelligible  to 
the  masses  they  use,  the  better  their 
agitation  and  propaganda,  forgetting  that 
the  greatest  leaders  and  theoreticians  of 
the  working  class  of  our  epoch,  Lenin  and 
Stalin,  have  always  spoken  and  written  in 
popular  language,  readily  understood  by 
the  masses. 

When  writing  or  speaking,  always  have 
in  mind  the  rank-and-file  worker  who  must 
understand  you,  must  believe  in  your  appeal 
and  be  ready  to  follow  you. 

You  must  have  in  mind  those  for  whom 
you  write,  to  whom  you  speak." 

(Dimitrov's  report  to  the  7th  Congress  of 
Hie  Communist  International,  August  1935.) 
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A  REAL  NEWSPAPER  WORTHY  OF  THE 
NAME 


The  Daily  Worker 


Champions  the  cause  of  Peace,  Democracy 
and  Progress. 

Contains  vivid  daily  news  reports  on  British 
and  world  affairs,  unique  and  challenging 
features  which  no  other  newspaper  in  Britain 
can  provide. 


YOU  CANNOT  AFFORD  TO  BE 
WITHOUT  THE  DAILY  WORKER 

Buy  it  and  Mead  it  Every 
May 


If  your  newsagent  cannot  supply  the  “  Daily  Worker,”  write  to  Circu¬ 
lation  Dept.,  “Daily  Worker,”  Nelson  Place,  Cayton  St.,  London,  E.C.  I 
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EDITORIAL 

CTARTING  with  this  issue,  the  PARTY  ORGANISER 
^will  in  future  appear  regularly  as  a  monthly  publication. 

Our  aim  is  to  make  it  a  live,  attractive  and  interesting 
journal  which  will  give  assistance,  guidance  and  direction 
to  the  Party  organisations  and  members  in  their  political 
and  organisational  activities. 

How  are  the  Party  organisations  in  the  various  areas 
(District  Committees,  Branches,  Groups,  etc.)  carrying  out 
Party  policy?  What  are  the  experiences  gained  and  the 
problems  to  be  met  with?  Information  on  these  questions 
is  of  the  utmost  importance  for  every  Party  member. 

The  PARTY  ORGANISER  is  intended  to  act  as  a 
medium  for  the  exchange  of  experiences  of  our  member¬ 
ship.  In  every  field  of  the  Party’s  work  and  activity  there 
is  a  valuable  treasure-house  of  experience.  By  making  full 
use  of  this  it  will  be  possible  to  enrich  the  practical  work  of 
every  active  Party  member. 

Pool  Ideas  and  Experiences 

We  urge  our  Party  comrades  and  organisations  to  pro¬ 
vide  the  PARTY  ORGANISER  with  their  experiences. 
Write  in  and  express  your  point  of  view. 

We  want,  through  the  PARTY  ORGANISER,  to  be 
able  to  thoroughly  reflect  the  life  of  our  Party.  To  presen 
a  live  picture  of  its  political  work  and  activities.  To  take 
up  questions  associated  with  the  mass  campaigns  of  the 
Party,  its  inner  organisational  problems,  and  the  vital  issue 
of  Party  building. 

Every  Party  member  can  help  us  in  this.  Whether  you 
are  a  rank-and-file  member  or  a  Party  functionary,  your 
contribution  will  be  welcomed. 

Let  us  pool  our  ideas  and  experiences  and  make  the 
PARTY  ORGANISER  a  powerful  weapon  of  assistance 
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to  the  entire  Party,  and  thereby  to  the  whole  Labour 
Movement. 

Initiative  on  A.R.P. 

IN  Norwich  the  Communist  Party  is  showing  excellent 
■  initiative  on  the  subject  of  Air  Raid  Precautions. 

A  very  attractive  four-page  leaflet  has  been  drawn  up, 
outlining  the  Party’s  position  regarding  A.R.P. 

Printed  copies  of  this  are  being  inserted  inside  all  copies 
of  the  “  A.R.P.”  pamphlet  which  was  recently  published, 
and  for  which  a  special  sales  drives  is  being  conducted. 

In  addition  to  the  pamphlet  sales,  a  wide  distribution  of 
the  leaflet  itself  is  being  organised.  All  Trade  Union  and 
Labour  Ward  secretaries,  and  all  active  workers  of  the 
Labour  Movement  are  being  provided  with  a  copy. 

What  the  Leaflet  Says 

Headed  “  Aid-Raid  Precautions,”  the  leaflet  announces 
in  bold  type  that  “  The  Communist  Party  demands 
Adequate  Protection  for  Workers  of  Norwich.” 

A  brief  opening  paragraph  indicates  why  Norwich  is  a 
danger  zone  (surrounded  by  aerodromes). 

Then  it  is  shown  that  the  “  Government  Plans  are  only 
a  Pretence  at  Protection.”  Examples  are  quoted,  e.g. :  “  It 
was  proposed  that  12  First-Aid  Posts  should  be  built.  .  .  . 
The  Government  said  that  Schools  were  to  be  used 
instead.” 

A  Practical  Plan 

Pointing  out  that  in  Norwich  there  are  no  plans  for  (a) 
Protection  against  high-explosive  bombs;  (b)  Protection  of 
essential  services;  and  (c)  Adequate  protection  against  gas, 
the  leaflet  puts  forward  “  A  Practical  Plan  for  Norwich,” 
showing  what  needs  to  be  done. 

This  raises  demands  for  “  Bomb-Proof  Shelters  for  All,” 
“  Effective  Gas  Masks  for  All,”  and  plans  for 
“  Evacuation.” 

Who  Is  To  Pay  ? 

Other  headings  answer  the  question  “  Who  is  to  Pay?  ” 
(a  100  per  cent,  grant  to  be  met  by  the  Government)  and 
how  to  ensure  “  Democratic  Control  by  the  People  ” 
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(A.R.P.  wardens  in  streets  and  factories  should  be  elected 
by  the  people  and  A.R.P.  Committee  should  be  extended 
to  include  representatives  of  Trades  Council,  Trade 
Unions  and  other  democratic  organisations). 

Best  Precaution  is  Prevention 

Finally,  emphasis  is  laid  on  the  fact  that  “  The  best  Air- 
Raid  Precaution  is  Air-Raid  Prevention,”  and  that  this 
involves  getting  rid  of  the  Chamberlain  Government  and 
replacing  it  by  a  Government  which  will  co-operate  with 
the  Soviet  Union  and  the  democratic  countries  which  want 
peace.  #  #  * 

The  preparation  of  such  leaflets  is  an  immediate  neces¬ 
sity  for  the  A.R.P.  campaign.  Every  branch  can  find  out 
at  once  the  first  essential  factors  in  the  situation,  i.e.,  How 
much  will  the  Government  grant  be  in  your  Borough,  how 
much  will  Id.  on  the  rates  raise,  what  plans  have  the 
Boro’  Council  prepared,  have  these  plans  been  accepted  by 
the  Home  Office,  what  kind  of  instruction  are  wardens 
receiving? 

Meanwhile,  the  careful  working  out  of  detailed  plans  for 
the  area  should  be  undertaken,  utilising  all  the  technical 
assistance  that  can  be  given — scientists,  architects,  dockers, 
etc.  Sheffield  has  already  published  a  detailed  pamphlet, 
while  preliminary  memorandum  have  been  produced  in 
Hull,  Leeds  and  St.  Pancras. 

Syllabus  Preparations 
in  the  Guilds 

By  FINLAY 

XA/HEN  the  Women’s  Guilds  Session  terminates, 
*  ”  generally  about  the  end  of  April,  the  Committees 
function  with  an  occasional  monthly  meeting.  One  of  the 
jobs  that  is  allocated  to  these  Committees  is  the  drafting 
of  the  syllabus  for  the  ensuing  session.  This  applies  to 
Men’s  Guilds,  and  in  addition  there  are  a  considerable 
number  of  debating  societies,  Church  Guilds  and  Youth 
Guilds  in  practically  every  town. 
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The  attention  of  our  Branches  should  be  drawn  to  this, 
so  that  they  can  get  in  touch  with  the  respective  secretaries, 
either  by  a  circular  letter  or  by  a  personal  visitation,  offer¬ 
ing  one  or  two  speakers  for  the  Syllabus  for  the  ensuing 
session. 

This  work  is  generally  completed  by  the  month  of  July, 
as  it  has  to  be  submitted  finally  ready  for  printing  and 
distribution  for  the  first  meeting,  which  generally  takes 
place  at  the  beginning  of  October. 

We  could  suggest  a  number  of  subjects,  such  as  THE 
PEACE  ALLIANCE,  THE  MOSCOW  TRIALS, 
WHAT  TROTSKYISM  REALLY  IS,  and  these  might 
be  extended  to  a  number  of  trade  union  branches  which 
are  now  trying  to  prepare  syllabuses  for  their  winter 
session. 

The  initiative  must  rest  with  our  Party  branches  to  take 
full  advantage  of  the  opportunities  that  are  offered  in  this 
manner. 

Contact  with  the 
Masses 

By  JOSEPH  STALIN 

“  In  order  to  guide  correctly,  the  experience  of  the 
leaders  must  be  supplemented  by  the  experience  of  the 
Party  masses,  by  the  experience  of  the  working  class,  by 
the  experience  of  the  toilers.  .  .  . 

“  And  when  is  this  possible? 

“  It  is  possible  only  if  the  leaders  are  closely  connected 
with  the  masses,  if  they  are  bound  up  with  the  Party 
masses,  with  the  working  class,  with  the  peasantry,  with  the 
/  ;rking  intellectuals. 

C  :ntacts  with  the  masses,  the  strengthening  of  these 
contacts,  readiness  to  listen  to  the  voice  of  the  masses— in 
this  lies  the  strength  and  impregnability  of  Bolshevik 
leadership.” 

Joseph  Stalin,  in  a  speech  to  the 
Special  Plenum  of  the  Central 

Committee,  C.P.S.U.,  March  3,  1937. 
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T HE  Fifteenth  National  Congress  of  the  Communist 
*  Party  of  Great  Britain  will  he  held  in  Birmingham  on 
September  16 th  to  19 th.  It  has  two  principal  items  on  its 
agenda:  1.  Peace  and  the  People’s  Front.  2.  Building  the 
Party  and  the  “  Daily  Worker .” 

This  Congress  is  of  decisive  importance  not  only  for 
members  of  the  Communist  Party ,  but  for  the  whole  of  the 
Labour  Movement. 

Below  we  give  the  opening  discussion  statement  of  the 
Central  Committee,  which  focuses  attention  on  the  main 
issues  confronting  the  Congress  and  the  questions  and 
problems  which  need  to  be  clearly  answered.  We  urge 
every  reader  to  carefully  read  and  study  this  statement, 
with  a  view  to  making  an  effective  and  helpful  contribution 
to  the  work  which  the  Congress  is  called  upon  to  undertake. 

Discussion  Statement, 

Fifteenth  Congress,  C.P.G.B. 

THE  Fifteenth  Congress  of  the  Communist  Party  will 
■  have  one  supreme  aim,  the  strengthening  of  the  leader¬ 
ship  of  the  whole  Labour  Movement  in  the  present  urgent 
situation  in  order  to  defeat  reaction,  maintain  peace  and 
democracy,  and  advance  towards  Socialism. 

We  Communists  stand  for  leading  forward  the  class 
struggle  to  the  conquest  of  power  and  the  achievement  of  a 
free,  happy  Socialist  Britain.  We  declare  that  Socialism 
alone  can  finally  solve  all  the  evils  of  present  society.  But 
the  path  to  Socialism  lies  not  through  abstract  propaganda, 
but  by  defending  the  vital  interests  of  the  workers,  deepen¬ 
ing  their  class-consciousness  and  readiness  to  advance 
against  capitalism. 

The  first  step  is  to  defeat  the  “  National 55  Government 
of  Chamberlain,  which  is  leading  the  British  people  to 
disaster. 

Failure  to  do  this  means  Fascism  and  war  and  the 
destruction  of  the  working-class  movement,  putting  back 
all  hopes  of  realising  Socialism  for  generations. 

This  is  the  issue  that  faces  us  to-day. 

The  Chamberlain  Government  is  acting  in  the  interests 
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of  the  most  reactionary  section  of  the  Ruling  Class.  It 
serves  the  interests  of  the  armament  profiteers,  worsens  the 
conditions  of  the  people,  threatens  conscription,  attacks  the 
trade  unions  and  plans  new  repressive  legislation.  Abroad 
it  is  the  chief  ally  of  Fascism,  assisting  its  aggression 
against  the  peoples  of  Manchuria,  Abyssinia,  Spain,  China, 
Austria,  Czechoslovakia,  thus  hastening  the  advent  of  a 
new  world  war. 

The  “  National  ”  Government  has  not  only  betrayed  the 
best  traditions  of  the  British  people,  and  their  present  and 
future  vital  interests,  it  is  directly  responsible  for  the  appal¬ 
ling  bombing  raids  in  China  and  Spain  which  have  out¬ 
raged  the  social  and  moral  conscience  of  the  people. 

The  Key  Problem 

The  key  problem  for  us  in  Britain  is  how  we  can  change 
this  policy,  how  we  can  defeat  Chamberlain,  how  we  can 
rally  and  unite  all  the  forces  of  the  working  class,  together 
with  all  those  who  will  fight  side  by  side  with  it. 

A  great  advance  in  the  struggle  against  Fascism  is  taking 
place  all  over  the  world.  Spanish  democracy  has 
strengthened  its  resistance.  In  China  the  realisation  of 
their  national  unity  has  struck  great  blows  against  Japan. 
The  united  determination  of  the  Czech,  French  and  Soviet 
people,  supported  by  democratic  forces  in  Britain,  success¬ 
fully  prevented  Hitler  from  invading  Czechoslovakia  on 
May  2 1 ,  despite  Chamberlain.  The  growing  power  of  the 
Soviet  Union  makes  it  the  leading  force  in  the  struggle  for 
world  peace. 

In  Britain,  too,  a  new  situation  is  developing.  We  have 
only  to  watch  the  by-elections  and  the  doubts  arising  in  the 
ranks  of  the  Conservative  Party,  and  the  results  of  the  last 
Liberal  Party  Conference,  which  demanded  the  unity  of  all 
democratic  forces,  to  realise  that  there  is  growing  opposi¬ 
tion  to  the  policy  of  the  “  National  ”  Government. 

Local  Labour  Parties  are  insistently  demanding  an 
Emergency  Conference  to  discuss  the  new  situation  and 
question  of  policy,  especially  in  regard  to  unity  and  the 
People’s  Front. 

The  support  given  to  the  United  Peace  Alliance  by 
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Labour,  trade  union  and  Co-operative  organisations,  to¬ 
gether  with  the  growing  demand  in  the  mass  movement  for 
the  affiliation  of  the  Communist  Party  to  the  Labour  Party, 
despite  the  opposition  and  intimidation  of  the  Right-wing 
Labour  leaders,  is  evidence  that  the  issue  of  working-class 
unity  and  the  People’s  Front  is  now  the  central  question  of 
British  politics. 

The  People's  Front 

The  Peace  Alliance  or  the  War  Alliance.  This  is  the 
alternative  to-day. 

The  proposals  presented  by  Citrine  to  Chamberlain  for  a 
three-party  agreement  in  regard  to  armaments  production 
is  the  first  step  towards  a  War  Alliance. 

At  our  last  Party  Congress  a  year  ago,  we  declared  that 
the  People’s  Front  could  only  come  to  the  fore  when  the 
conditions  for  its  development  had  matured.  This  situa¬ 
tion  has  now  been  reached,  and  all  the  problems  arising 
therefrom  must  be  the  main  feature  of  our  discussion. 

It  must,  however,  be  recognised  that  the  People’s  Front 
in  Britain  cannot  copy  mechanically  the  same  organisa¬ 
tional  basis  that  has  been  adopted  in  the  different 
conditions  of  France  and  Spain. 

In  Britain  the  Labour  Party  is  the  mass  organisation  of 
the  workers  in  the  Labour  Party,  Trade  Unions  and  Co¬ 
operatives,  which  forms  the  decisive  opposition  to 
Chamberlain  and  the  basis  of  any  alternative  government. 
This  makes  it  imperative  for  the  Labour  Party  to  take  the 
lead  to  unite  the  whole  Labour  Movement,  and  the  affilia¬ 
tion  of  the  Communist  Party  is  an  essential  step  in  this 
direction. 

Labour  and  Democratic  Forces 

There  can  be  no  doubt  that  in  Britain  the  People’s  Front 
can  be  established.  It  is  possible  to  find  a  common  pro¬ 
gramme  to  rally,  inspire  and  organise  the  whole  of  the 
Labour  and  democratic  forces  of  Britain. 

The  advance  of  Fascism  abroad  and  the  policy  of  the 
“  National  ”  Government  at  home,  have  had  a  profound 
effect  not  only  upon  the  organised  workers,  but  upon  the 
middle  class  who  have  previously  stood  aloof  from  political 
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activity.  Their  entry  into  the  arena,  which  is  a  new  feature 
in  British  politics,  will  give  added  strength  to  the  fight 
against  Chamberlain. 

How  different  Europe  would  be  if  a  Labour  or  People’s 
Front  Government  were  in  power  in  this  country! 

The  democratic  countries  would  rapidly  be  drawn  into  a 
powerful  peace  bloc,  in  which  the  British  people  would 
take  their  rightful  place. 

The  war  plans  of  the  Fascist  dictators  would  be  checked, 
continual  retreats  in  face  of  their  threats  would  cease,  thus 
helping  the  people  in  Germany,  Italy  and  Japan  in  their 
fight  to  overthrow  Fascism. 

The  People’s  Front  in  France  and  Spain  would  be  free 
to  carry  out  far-reaching  plans  of  economic  and  social 
reconstruction. 

What  Could  Be  Achieved 

In  Britain,  it  would  be  possible  to  improve  the  position 
of  the  majority  of  the  people  by  means  of  social  legislation. 

The  forty-hour  week  and  holidays  with  pay  would  be 
established  in  the  main  industries.  The  unemployed  would 
have  a  higher  standard  of  life  and  the  Means  Test  be 
abolished.  The  Distressed  Areas  would  no  longer  exist, 
for  the  shorter  working- week  in  industry,  and  the  carrying 
out  of  large-scale  public  works  schemes,  would  absorb  the 
majority  of  the  unemployed. 

Local  Authorities  would  have  greater  power  and  more 
financial  aid  to  go  ahead  with  social  reconstruction  and  im¬ 
proved  social  services,  unhampered  by  the  restrictions  of  a 
reactionary  Government  seeking  to  rob  them  of  their  in¬ 
dependent  democratic  power. 

The  threat  to  civil  liberties  would  be  removed;  the 
Trades  Disputes  Act  would  be  repealed  and  every  facility 
extended  for  all  trade  unionists  to  join  together  in  indus¬ 
trial  and  political  action. 

All  this  would  provide  favourable  conditions  for  the  ad¬ 
vance  of  the  working  class  to  power  and  the  achievement  of 
Socialism. 

Detailed  Questions  to  Consider 

Some  detailed  questions  which  must  be  considered  in 
relation  to  the  main  political  issues  are  as  follows :  — 
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What  are  the  new  problems  which  the  Labour  Move¬ 
ment  will  have  to  face  in  a  new  trade  slump,  signs  of  which 
are  now  rapidly  developing? 

What  steps  are  necessary  to  defend  the  unemployed 
against  present  and  future  attacks,  to  press  forward  a  con¬ 
structive  programme  for  the  depressed  areas  and  to  combat 
the  rise  of  unemployment? 

How  can  the  trade  unions  be  strengthened  to  secure 
wage  increases,  the  40-hour  week,  holidays  with  pay,  the 
preservation  of  trade  union  rights  and  conditions  in  the 
armament  industry,  and  to  defeat  attempts  to  tie  up  the 
Trade  Union  Movement  with  the  Chamberlain  Govern¬ 
ment? 

What  is  the  effect  of  the  Chamberlain  policy  on  the 
Local  Authorities  and  how  far  can  they  be  brought  into 
action  to  oppose  the  policy  of  the  present  Government? 

The  Fight  for  Peace 

How  best  can  the  Labour  and  democratic  organisations 
in  Britain  fight  the  Government’s  foreign  policy  and  expose 
the  illusion  still  widely  prevalent  that  this  policy  of  retreat¬ 
ing  before  the  Fascist  Powers  is  keeping  Britain  out  of  war? 

How  can  the  British  working-class  movement  give  more 
effective  support  to  the  oppressed  peoples  throughout  the 
British  colonies  who  are  now  actively  carrying  on  a  cour¬ 
ageous  fight  against  imperialist  oppression  and  ex¬ 
ploitation? 

Are  the  fighters  for  peace  doing  enough  in  the  struggle 
for  the  most  effective  measures  of  air  raid  precautions? 
Are  they  striking  home  the  lesson  that  the  Government  is 
not  really  concerned  with  the  defence  of  the  people,  but 
only  with  the  militarisation  of  the  population? 

What  are  the  main  arguments  put  forward  by  those  who 
are  opposed  to  the  United  Peace  Alliance  and  how  must  we 
answer  them?  Is  there  a  sharp  difference  in  the  character 
of  the  opposition  voiced  by  sincere  Socialists,  fearful  of 
weakening  the  Labour  Movement,  and  those  leaders  who 
refuse  to  come  to  agreement  with  Liberals  and  Com¬ 
munists  but  make  strenuous  efforts  to  reach  agreement  with 
Chamberlain " 
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Building  the  Communist  Party 

The  question  of  working-class  unity  and  the  People’s 
Front  cannot  be  separated  from  the  question  of  the  build¬ 
ing  up  of  the  Communist  Party.  The  strength  and 
leadership  of  the  Communist  Party  is  now  of  more  vital 
importance  for  the  whole  future  of  the  working-class 
movement  than  ever  before. 

In  subsequent  statements,  attention  will  be  given  to 
other  questions  of  policy — the  colonial  countries,  air  raid 
precautions,  youth,  women,  and  Peace  and  Co-operative 
Movements,  and  strengthening  the  Communist  Party  and 
Daily  Worker. 

We  invite  members  of  the  Labour  Movement,  Com¬ 
munist  and  non-Communist  alike,  to  participate  freely  in 
the  discussion  preceding  our  Congress,  so  that  the  results 
of  the  Fifteenth  Congress  of  the  Communist  Party  can  be 
an  all-round  strengthening  of  the  whole  Labour  Movement 
in  the  heavy  struggles  that  lie  ahead. 

Central  Committee  of  the  Communist  Party. 

Work  in  the 
Countryside 

By  WILFRED  WILLETT 

“IT  goes  without  saying  that  we  must  utilize  all  the 

■ opportunities  that  present  themselves  to  us  to  develop 
the  class-consciousness  of  the  agricultural  wage  workers, 
and  that  we  must  pay  attention  to  the  urban  workers  who 
go  into  the  country  districts  .  .  .  ”  wrote  Lenin  in 
April,  1901. 

There  are  a  million  and  a  quarter  people  engaged  in 
agriculture  in  Britain.  And  what  is  much  to  the  point,  the 
majority  of  them  see  the  ruin  of  the  land  and  are  dis¬ 
illusioned  of  the  promises  made  after  the  last  war. 

The  workers  are  grossly  underpaid  at  round  about  34s. 
a  week,  and  their  livelihood  depends  on  absolute  sub¬ 
servience  to  their  master,  whatever  his  whim  or  temper. 
They  are  spied  upon  by  church  visitors.  Out  of  work  or 
in  illness  they  can  only  exist  on  the  charity  doled  out  in 
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half-pints  of  milk  or  sixpennyworths  of  meat  from  these 
people. 

Now  for  a  few  hints  as  to  how  to  help  the  Party  in  the 
countryside. 

Speak  to  the  agricultural  worker  as  you  would  to  one  of 
your  fellows  whom  you  want  to  win  over.  You  will  find  he 
will  be  interested  and,  moreover,  that  you  will  find  many 
things  in  common. 

The  best  way  to  clinch  a  prospective  convert  is  by  getting 
him  to  take  a  paper.  In  towns  you  can  get  the  Daily 
Worker,  but  it  is  not  easy  in  the  country.  Yet  every  class¬ 
conscious  town  worker  should  take  at  least  one  copy  of  the 
Country  Standard  in  his  pocket  whenever  he  goes  into  the 
country  on  his  half-day,  and  sell  it  to  a  farm  worker.  The 
country  worker  will  soon  see  that  it  is  a  paper  that  gives 
expression  to  what  he  so  urgently  feels. 

If  this  little  paper  were  really  circulated  throughout  the 
country  districts  regularly,  it  would  win  the  majority  of 
country  workers’  votes  for  Labour  at  the  next  election, 
votes  that  are  now  cast  for  reaction  because  of  our  neglect 
of  these  workers.  If  town  comrades  help,  it  would  be  so 
simple  to  get  a  circulation  of  fifty  thousand  a  month,  at 
least,  by  the  end  of  the  summer. 

Already  some  Labour  organisations  in  country  districts 
know  the  worth  of  the  Country  Standard  and  organise  its 
distribution. 

No  doubt  you  will  have  some  failures  which  are  not  your 
fault;  but,  in  most  cases,  you  should  be  able  to  sell  a  penny 
Country  Standard. 

In  the  village  pub,  especially  on  Saturday  night,  are  many 
kinds  of  rural  workers :  garage  hands,  small  shopkeepers, 
smallholders,  etc.  Here,  then,  there  is,  besides  the  Country 
Standard,  certainly  also  a  sale  for  the  Daily  Worker  and 
pamphlets. 

Two  quires  of  the  “ Worker  ”  and  two  dozen 

“  Austria  ”  pamphlets  were  sold  by  two  comrades  in  that 

way  one  Saturday  night. 

The  help  which  can  be  given  to  the  comparatively  few 
of  us  in  the  countryside,  by  town  workers  carrying  out  a 
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few  of  the  above  suggestions  cannot  be  too  heavily  stressed. 
It  will  increase  our  effectiveness  a  hundredfold. 

Lenin,  in  Left-Wing  Communism,  says  again: 

“  Communist  Parties  must  .  .  .  canvass  the  cottages  of 
the  rural  proletarians  and  peasants  in  the  remote  villages 
( fortunately  there  are  not  nearly  so  many  remote  villages 
in  Europe  as  there  are  in  Russia,  and  in  England  there  are 
very  few),  they  should  go  into  the  public-houses  .  .  . 
where  common  people  gather  and  talk  to  the  people.  .  . 
Literature  to  Use: 

1.  Country  Standard.  At  all  Workers’  Bookshops,  or 
c/o  Maclaurin,  Bookseller,  5,  All  Saints  Passage,  Cam¬ 
bridge.  lOd.  a  dozen. 

2.  Plan  for  Britain's  Agriculture.  C.P.G.B.  Id.  Ob¬ 
tainable  from  all  Workers’  Bookshops  at  9d.  per  dozen. 

3.  Special  new  Party  leaflet  on  agriculture,  obtainable  at 
9d.  a  hundred  or  5/-  a  thousand,  post  free. 

Decisive  Months 
for  the  Trade  Unions 

By  FINLAY  HART 

THE  events  of  the  past  few  months,  commencing  with  the 
■  March  Crisis  and  leading  up  to  the  recent  conversations 
with  the  General  Council  of  the  Trade  Union  Congress 
with  Chamberlain,  raise  a  number  of  important  questions 
for  every  trade  unionist. 

It  is  now  obvious  that  the  dominant  Right-wing  leader¬ 
ship  of  the  British  Trade  Union  Movement  is  doing  its 
utmost  to  tie  the  trade  unions  to  the  war  plans  of  the 
National  Government. 

The  role  played  by  the  General  Council  of  the  T.U.C.  in 
assisting  Chamberlain  to  remain  in  office  in  March  is  now 
history,  but  if  we  are  to  learn  from  this  experience  there 
must  be  a  much  sharper  fight  conducted  within  the  trade 
unions  to  ensure  that  the  present  manoeuvres  of  the 
General  Council  do  not  lead  to  the  Trade  Union  Move¬ 
ment  being  led  into  a  position  where  it  will  co-operate  with 
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the  Government  and  concede  many  of  the  hard-won 
privileges  that  have  been  gained  through  years  of  struggle. 

Support  for  A.E.U.  Lead 

The  lead  given  by  the  Amalgamated  Engineering  Union 
has  blown  sky-high  the  argument  of  the  Right-wing  leader¬ 
ship  of  the  T.U.C.  that  trade  union  industrial  co-operation 
with  the  Government  can  be  separated  from  the  fight 
against  its  foreign  policy. 

The  most  urgent  need  of  the  moment,  however,  is  to 
ensure  that  the  whole  Trade  Union  Movement  supports 
the  stand  being  taken  by  the  A.E.U. ,  and  it  is  in  this  respect 
that  our  Party  has  a  very  important  role  to  play. 

Already  the  shop  assistants  and  distributive  workers 
have  shown  where  they  stand  in  relation  to  “  no  support  for 
the  Government’s  Arms  Plan,”  and  “  Support  for  the 
United  Peace  Alliance.” 

Much  more  has  to  be  done,  however,  as  every  attempt 
will  be  made  to  prevent  a  number  of  the  large  unions  which 
meet  in  the  next  two  months  from  swinging  in  behind  this 
movement. 

The  General  Council  of  the  T.U.C.  will  undoubtedly 
try  to  use  its  big  battalions  to  support  its  line  at  the  forth¬ 
coming  T.U.C.  in  Blackpool  in  September.  Between  now 
and  then  there  will  be  conferences  of  the  National  Union 
of  Railwaymen,  Mineworkers’  Federation  of  Great  Britain, 
National  Union  of  General  and  Municipal  Workers, 
Amalgamated  Union  of  Building  Trade  Workers,  and  a 
number  of  others. 

There  will  be  no  conferences  of  the  Transport  and 
General  Workers’  Union  nor  the  Tailors  and  Garment 
Workers,  both  of  which  carry  big  votes  at  the  T.U.C.,  but 
the  opinions  of  the  rank  and  file  must  be  made  known  to 
the  executives. 

Our  job  is  to  see  that  in  every  Branch  and  District  Com¬ 
mittee,  not  only  of  these  decisive  unions,  but  of  every 
union,  we  get  declarations  against  any  co-operation  with 
the  National  Government. 

Pressing  Forward  T.U.  Claims 

Every  union  should  oppose  the  policy  of  entering  into 
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conferences  with  the  employers  to  discuss  the  speeding-up 
of  the  present  Government’s  Arms  Programme.  Now  is 
the  time  for  every  union  to  take  the  initiative  and  press  for¬ 
ward  its  claims  for  improved  conditions  for  its  members. 

For  every  industry  there  are  outstanding  demands  which 
have  not  been  met  by  the  employers  in  spite  of  rising  profits 
in  the  last  few  years.  The  failure  of  the  Trade  Union 
Movement  to  seize  the  favourable  opportunities  now  pre¬ 
senting  themselves  can  have  serious  consequences  at  a 
later  date. 

It  is  possible  in  the  present  circumstances  for  the  em¬ 
ployers  immediately  to  grant  the  wage  increases  asked  for; 
for  every  industry  to  grant  holidays  with  pay;  and,  very 
important  for  the  welfare  of  the  whole  working-class 
movement,  the  40-hour  week. 

The  lead  given  by  the  engineers  and  the  miners  in  their 
demand  for  Arms  for  Spain  and  their  practical  proposals  to 
help  the  Spanish  Government  is  an  example  to  be  followed 
by  all  sections. 

While  there  are  many  indications  of  a  re-awakening  of 
the  Trade  Union  Movement,  as  expressed  at  the  recent 
national  conferences  that  have  taken  place,  still  greater 
effort  needs  to  be  exerted  so  that  this  re-awakening  can  find 
a  strong  reflection  in  the  General  Council  of  the  T.U.C. 

Detailed  Attention  Needed 

A  very  big  responsibility  rests  on  our  Party  to  ensure  that 
we  help  the  whole  movement  to  break  through  the  re¬ 
actionary  opposition  that  is  standing  in  the  way  of  progress. 

Are  we  doing  everything  that  is  humanly  possible  to 
co-ordinate  the  strong  militant  feeling  running  through  the 
membership  of  all  the  unions?  If  every  District  Com¬ 
mittee  of  our  Party  and  every  Branch  Committee  will  give 
the  detailed  attention  to  the  needs  and  desires  of  the 
workers  in  industry,  and  a  better  response  to  the  leads  of 
the  Central  Committee,  there  will  be  no  doubts  as  to  how 
the  rank  and  file  of  the  trade  unions  will  break  through  the 
walls  of  reaction  that  are  being  erected  to  prevent  the  ad¬ 
vance  of  the  working  class.  The  months  between  now  and 
September  can  be  decisive. 
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How  Bury  Stopped  the 
Fascists 

CROM  Bury  (Lancs)  comes  an  excellent  example  of  live- 
■  wire  initiative.  The  Fascists  got  the  shock  of  their  lives 
there. 

Recently  they  booked  the  Co-operative  Hall  in  Bury  for 
the  purpose  of  staging  a  meeting.  The  booking  was  made 
on  a  Saturday  morning. 

A  few  hours  later,  the  members  of  the  local  Communist 
Party  Branch,  who  had  got  to  know  what  was  afoot,  were 
busy  on  the  job. 

Their  first  step  was  to  draw  up  and  circulate  a  petition 
protesting  against  the  Fascists  being  allowed  to  hold  their 
meeting. 

During  the  Saturday  afternoon  they  collected  400  names 
on  the  petition  sheet. 

They  next  followed  this  up  by  securing  a  deputation 
composed  of  members  of  trade  unions  and  the  political 
parties  to  go  and  interview  the  Co-operative  manager  on 
the  matter.  The  deputation  met  the  manager.  He  agreed 
to  call  an  Emergency  Committee  meeting  to  consider  the 
question.  The  Emergency  Committee  thereupon  met  and 
decided  to  cancel  the  booking. 

Gnashing  their  teeth  with  rage,  the  Fascists,  who  had 
already  begun  to  plaster  the  town  with  posters  advertising 
their  meeting,  were  forced  to  make  a  hurried  change  of 
plans.  They  proceeded  to  call  a  meeting  for  the  Market 
Place,  urging  the  small  shopkeepers  to  turn  out  and  sup¬ 
port  them  against  the  “  wicked  ”  Co-operative. 

Judge  their  consternation,  however,  when  they  found 
that  not  only  did  the  small  shopkeepers  not  turn  up  for 
their  meeting,  but,  instead,  an  audience  of  over  1,000 
members  of  the  organised  working-class  movement  had 
been  gathered  ready  waiting  for  them  who  would  on  no 
account  allow  the  Fascist  meeting  to  go  ahead.  On  the 
contrary,  the  workers  took  control  of  matters  themselves, 
held  a  splendid  anti-Fascist  meeting. 

Bravo,  Bury!  A  fine  piece  of  work  for  other  districts  to 
take  note  of. 
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Literature  Sales 
Organisation 

By  A.  GRANDJEAN 

FOLLOWING  the  Literature  Conference  held  on  April 
■  24th,  which  I  attended  on  behalf  of  Southall,  I  called  a 
meeting  of  the  Branch  Committee  together  with  a  recently- 
formed  Propaganda  Committee  of  four  comrades. 

At  this  meeting  a  full  report  was  given  and  the  following 
definite  proposals  agreed  upon :  — 

1.  The  Election  of  a  Literature  Secretary 

A  comrade  who  has  already  shown  great  keenness  for 
this  work  has  been  appointed.  He  will  group  around  him 
two  or  three  comrades  whose  main  collective  responsibility 
will  be,  in  conjunction  with  the  Branch  Committee,  to 
organise  the  membership  for  achieving  mass  sales  of  Party 
literature  in  the  Borough. 

2.  Training  Classes 

It  was  agreed  that  these  were  an  absolute  necessity  for 
developing  in  the  minds  of  members  a  real  understanding 
of  the  value  of  Party  literature,  especially  the  Marx-Lenin 
classics. 

3.  Special  Sales  Drive  at  Least  Once  Each  Month 

A  particular  pamphlet  is  to  be  selected  and  particular 
roads  covered. 

Since  January  1st  we  have  systematically  visited  every 
house  in  one  Ward  and  nearly  all  in  a  second  Ward  every 
Sunday  morning  with  the  Daily  Worker.  In  this  way  we 
have  built  up  from  2  quires  to  8  quires  and  also  secured  121 
regular  week-end  readers. 

These  regular  week-end  contacts  are  a  splendid  basis  for 
future  literature  sales,  and  already  each  seller  goes  out 
with  supplies  of  literature  as  well  as  papers.  In  this  way 
we  have  sold  150  copies  of  Strachey’s  Why  You  Should  he 
a  Socialist. 
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4.  Circularising  Local  Trade  Union  Branches 

We  have  now  started  on  this.  We  sent  a  suitable  letter, 
together  with  a  copy  of  J.  Mahon’s  pamphlet  Trade 
Unionism  and  Communism ,  to  six  trade  union  branches. 
This  has  already  brought  some  encouraging  results. 

5.  Circularising  the  Shop  Stewards1  Committee  in  the 
Area 

This  will  be  done  in  the  near  future.  We  intend  starting 
by  personal  approaches  to  friendly  contacts  in  the  branches 
and  committees.  Our  aim  in  both  is  to  secure  bulk  orders 
and  sales. 

6.  Current  Literature  and  Classics 

We  are  aiming  to  make  every  member  of  the  Branch  a 
regular  reader  of  these.  A  good  discussion  will  be 
organised  in  the  Branch  on  this  whole  subject. 

What  is  possible  in  the  way  of  organised  sales  is  in¬ 
dicated  by  what  our  Branch  accomplished  during  the 
May  Day  week-end.  Here  it  is : 

Gave  £10  to  the  “  Daily  Worker  ”  Fund. 

Gave  £1  to  the  E.T.U.  strikers. 

Paid  £3  12s.  2d.  to  Bookshop  for  literature  sold. 

Sold  270  “  Daily  Workers .” 

Sold  200  May  Day  Badges. 

Sold  182  May  Day  pamphlets. 

Distributed  4,000  May  Day  Leaflets. 


The  Aim  of  the 
Summer  Campaign 

By  M.  POLLITT 

A  LTHOUGH  in  many  respects  the  Communist  Crusade 
*Vvas  extremely  successful,  it  had  two  outstanding  weak¬ 
nesses.  (1)  Very  little  new  ground  was  broken;  branches 
preferred  to  hold  meetings  in  well-established  centres 
where  they  were  certain  of  getting  good  audiences.  (2) 
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There  was  considerable  opposition  to  having  any  but 
nationally  known  speakers,  which  very  much  restricted  the 
number  of  propagandists  who  took  part  in  the  campaign. 

Both  these  mistakes  are  being  corrected  in  the  summer 
campaign.  Responsibility  is  placed  upon  the  District 
Committees  for  using  leading  speakers  exclusively  for 
meetings  in  centres  (a)  where  no  Party  branch  exists,  or 
(b)  where  the  branch  is  small  and  weak,  and  badly  needs 
strengthening.  The  correctness  of  this  is  generally  agreed 
upon. 

In  addition  to  the  national  speakers  supplied  by  the 
Central  Propaganda  Department,  every  district  is  called 
upon  to  organise  regular  propaganda  meetings  in  as  many 
centres  as  possible,  using  local  and  district  speakers. 

The  two  districts  which  are  planning  and  organising 
most  effectively  on  these  lines  are  Birmingham,  with  thirty 
meetings  already  planned,  mainly  in  new  areas  and  rallying 
almost  entirely  on  their  own  forces,  and  Eastern  Counties. 
Here  the  D.P.C.  has  big  problems  to  face :  lack  of  experi¬ 
enced  propagandists,  long  distances  and  poor  communica¬ 
tions,  small  and  relatively  new  Party  branches  with  no 
financial  resources. 

Yet  they  are  running  17  meetings  with  national 
speakers,  in  addition  to  an  extremely  well-prepared  cam¬ 
paign  in  the  most  important  agricultural  area  in  East 
Anglia,  carried  through  almost  entirely  by  their  own  forces. 

South  Midlands  and  South  Wales  are  two  other  dis¬ 
tricts  which  are  going  all  out  to  develop  and  popularise 
their  own  speakers.  Liverpool  is  making  a  bold  drive  into 
new  industrial  areas. 

(Maybe  other  districts  are  doing  equally  praiseworthy 
things,  but,  if  so,  they  are  not  reporting  them,  and  thus  are 
not  contributing  to  the  common  pool  of  experience  into 
which  the  Party,  as  a  whole,  can  dip.) 

Britain  for  the  People 

The  different  character  of  the  summer  campaign  must  of 
necessity  affect  the  character  of  our  propaganda,  both  of 
the  speeches  made  and  the  material  issued.  The  Summer 
Campaign  Manifesto,  “  Britain  for  the  People,”  is  written 

18 


so  as  to  be  understandable  to  people  who  are  reading  our 
material  for  the  first  time,  who  have  little  or  no  idea  of  what 
our  Party  stands  for. 

This  Manifesto  is  even  more  necessary  to  branches 
which  are  still  too  weak  to  run  a  meeting  than  to  larger 
branches.  Squads  of  cyclists  and  hikers,  and  groups  going 
out  in  cars  or  country- service  buses  might  well  combine  a 
pleasant  day  in  some  country  village  or  rural  town  with  the 
job  of  distributing  our  message  in  places  which  it  has  never 
hitherto  reached. 

Similarly,  our  speakers  must  not  presume  that  their 
audiences  are  familiar  with  our  arguments,  but  must  deal 
simply  and  convincingly  with  the  basic  facts  of  the  present 
situation.  And  what  we  believe  to  be  the  right  thing  to  do. 

What  are  we  chiefly  aiming  at  through  our  Summer 
Campaign?  The  strengthening  of  the  working  class  and 
democratic  forces  against  Fascism  and  War.  The  winning 
of  new  supporters  to  the  United  Peace  Alliance.  The 
building  up,  especially  in  new  areas,  of  the  Communist 
Party,  which,  more  than  any  other  single  factor,  is  vital  to 
the  whole  future  of  the  Labour  Movement. 

Crusade  Lesson 

Perhaps  the  most  valuable  lesson  which  most  of  the 
branches  learnt  in  the  Crusade  was  that  the  speech  is  not 
the  only  channel  through  which  our  message  can  get  home 
to  the  people.  Mass  singing  and  performances  by  choirs 
not  merely  lend  attractiveness  to  the  meeting  and  provide 
an  opportunity  for  drawing  the  audience  in  as  performers, 
but  enable  the  line  which  the  speaker  has  developed  to  be 
hammered  home  in  the  form  of  concrete,  easily  memorised 
points  which  may  well  be  remembered  when  all  but  the 
general  effect  of  the  speech  has  been  forgotten. 

Manchester  was  quick  to  learn  the  truth  of  this.  In 
reporting  their  Crusade  meeting  (which  was  one  of  the 
most  successful  in  the  country),  they  said :  “  All  were  con¬ 
vinced  that  the  community  singing,  led  by  John  Goss,  was 
a  very  important  contribution  to  the  success  of  the  meet¬ 
ing.  The  Crusade  song,  ‘  Forging  Ahead,’  was  sung  in 
some  of  the  workshops  on  Monday  morning  as  though  it 
were  the  theme  song  of  a  million-dollar  film.  To  many  of 
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us  the  whole  thing  was  an  eye-opener,  and  showed  the 
tremendous  possibilities  that  exist  by  employing  such 
methods  in  our  meetings.  We  shall  certainly  take  it  to 
heart.” 

The  Central  Propaganda  Department  is  printing  a  song- 
sheet  which  branches  will  be  able  to  buy  at  1  /-  per  100  for 
distribution  to  audiences,  and  we  hope  every  branch  will 
order  and  use  these. 

Use  of  Theatrical  Talent 

Another  valuable  propaganda  weapon  is  a  theatre  per¬ 
formance.  In  London,  Unity  Theatre  Group  shows  are 
now  an  established  and  recognised  asset,  but  a  great  deal  of 
theatrical  talent  exists  all  over  the  country  which  our  Party 
must  develop  and  use.  This  was  done  considerably  during 
the  Crusade  on  the  N.E.  coast.  Suitable  songs,  skits  and 
short  plays  are  now  being  worked  up,  which  will  be 
particularly  useful  for  open-air  performances. 

The  high  spot  of  our  Summer  Campaign  will  be  the 
enormous  seaside  rallies  during  the  holiday  season  at 
Southend,  Blackpool,  Whitley  Bay,  Brighton,  Barry  and 
elsewhere.  Coach  and  train  trips  will  take  workers  from 
the  near-by  industrial  centres  to  the  sea,  and  the  workers 
on  holiday  in  the  resort  itself  will  be  attracted  to  the  rally. 

These  rallies  will  not  be  merely  meetings,  even  big  meet¬ 
ings.  We  have  to  show  the  workers  that  the  Communist 
Party  can  provide  them  with  holiday  attractions  com¬ 
parable  with  anything  else  which  the  resort  can  offer  them 
(yes,  even  Blackpool! ),  speeches  by  our  leading  Party 
propagandists  being  one  of  the  attractions. 

Thus  Lancashire  is  going  all  out  to  organise  an  attractive 
sports  programme  and  effective  community  singing. 
Brighton  is  having  a  first-class  brass  band.  Pierrot  troupes 
will  be  a  feature  at  Southend  and  Blackpool,  and  so  on. 

We  hope  that  very  many  suggestions  and  ideas  will  roll 
in  to  “  The  Party  Organiser,”  not  merely  from  the  branches 
participating  in  these  rallies,  but  from  those  who  only  wish 
they  were  and  will  make  up  their  minds  not  to  be  left  out 
next  year. 
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Remember  the  Literature 

One  final  word  on  literature.  Naturally  our  main  sales 
will  be  of  popular,  topical  penny  pamphlets :  “  A.R.P.”, 
“  How  the  Rich  Live  ”,  and  so  on.  But  it  is  absolutely  a 
mistake  to  think  that  people  are  not  prepared  to  pay  a  little 
more  for  material  which  explains  in  more  detail  the  basis 
and  theory  of  our  concrete  daily  propaganda.  A  case  in 
point  is  Lenin’s  “  Left-Wing  Communism,”  now  published 
by  Lawrence  &  Wishart  at  3d. 

At  a  meeting  addressed  by  Comrade  Pollitt  in 
Treherbert,  about  a  hundred  people  put  their  hands  up  as 
prepared  to  buy  a  copy.  There  were  exactly  six  on  sale, 
although  there  was  known  to  he  a  special  sales  drive  for  it 
that  week-end.  This  isn’t  just  short-sighted;  it  is  criminal. 

At  the  end  of  the  Crusade  campaign,  we  were  able  to 
report  1,500  new  recruits,  62,000  people  reached  by  our 
propaganda  and  a  great  increase  in  the  respect  and  prestige 
with  which  the  Party  is  held  in  every  town  where  a  meeting 
was  held,  with  Lancashire  at  the  top  of  the  list  for  activity. 

Now  what  about  it? 

Party  Education 

By  TOM  CAMPBELL 

CROM  requests  and  queries  received  from  time  to  time 
■  at  the  Party  centre  on  education,  two  things  are  evident. 
First:  That  among  new  Party  comrades  and  even  some 
older  Party  comrades  there  is  a  very  keen  desire  to  know 
more  of  Party  theory.  Second :  That  there  is  poor  co¬ 
ordination  and  organisation  of  Party  educational  work  in 
the  branches  and  the  districts  to  meet  this  need. 

It  is  quite  obvious  that  educational  work  in  the  Party 
must  be  lifted  to  a  much  higher  plane,  and  that  it  must 
become  a  recognised  part  of  the  Party  work  of  every  Party 
comrade.  No  longer  must  the  necessary  work  of 
theoretical  equipment  of  our  comrades  be  viewed  as  some¬ 
thing  which  is  left  to  the  individual  reading  of  comrades  if 
and  when  they  get  a  few  spare  moments  after  doing  other 
Party  work. 
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At  the  moment,  the  only  organised  educational  work  of 
the  Party  which  is  conducted  with  any  degree  of  con¬ 
sistency  is  the  classes  for  recruits,  and  too  often,  after  a 
hurried  three  or  four  lessons,  the  recruit  is  left  to  fend  for 
himself  and  complete  his  education  as  'best  he  may. 

It  can  safely  be  said  that  at  no  previous  time  in  our  Party 
were  the  practical  tasks  of  the  current  day-to-day  work  of 
the  Party  so  intimately  connected  with  the  need  for  a 
thorough  theoretical  knowledge  than  is  the  case  at  the 
present  time.  The  avalanche  of  questions  which  pours  in 
daily  to  the  Questions  and  Answers  column  of  the  “  Daily 
Worker  ”  bears  eloquent  witness  to  the  truth  of  this 
statement. 

Answering  Opponents 

What  is  the  character  of  the  questions  raised?  They  are 
questions  arising  out  of  leads  given  by  our  Party,  and  these 
leads  are  questioned  by  Trotskyists  and  other  anti-Party 
elements  who  try,  by  means  of  lengthy  quotations  from  the 
works  of  Marx,  Engels,  Lenin,  to  prove  that  the  Party 
line  is  wrong  and  contrary  to  Marxism-Leninism.  And  it 
must  be  confessed  that  too  often  our  Party  comrades  are 
baffled  in  their  attempts  to  answer  such  questions  and  need 
to  have  recourse  to  others  to  help  them  out  of  their 
difficulties. 

Yet  in  most  cases  it  would  not  have  needed  a  wide  and 
deep  knowledge  of  Marx  and  Lenin  to  have  refuted  the 
opponent,  it  would  not  have  been  necessary  to  be 
acquainted  with  the  whole  three  volumes  of  “  Capital  ”  or 
all  of  “  Anti-Diihring,”  desirable  as  it  is  to  know  these 
works.  Many  of  our  Party  comrades  would  find  it  difficult 
to  honestly  say  that  they  had  seriously  studied  “  Left- 
Wing  Communism  ”  and  “  State  and  Revolution,”  by 
Lenin,  and  “  Foundations  of  Leninism,”  by  Stalin,  yet 
these  three  volumes,  whose  total  cost  is  only  one  shilling, 
are  a  veritable  armoury  of  arguments  to  deal  with  such 
opponents. 

After  reading  this,  just  ask  yourself  if  you  can  honestly 
say  you  have  studied  these  three  works. 
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Why  are  our  comrades  unable  to  get  down  to  even  these 
three  works?  It  is  not  a  question  of  the  cost  of  the  books, 
which  is  quite  a  valid  reason  when  one  considers  books 
costing  half-a-guinea,  etc.  No  Party  comrade  would  grudge 
a  shilling  towards  theoretically  equipping  himself. 

Two  Main  Reasons 

In  most  cases  two  main  reasons  will  be  found.  First : 
No  organised  provision  is  made  to  see  that  comrades  have 
the  time  to  study,  and  to  provide  them  with  a  theoretically 
capable  comrade  to  help  them  to  study.  (Note.  There  is  a 
wide  difference  between  reading  a  book  and  studying  it.) 

Second :  Too  often  it  is  felt  that  theory  is  a  luxury 
which  can  be  afforded  only  by  a  few  fortunate  Party  com¬ 
rades,  and  anyway,  it  is  too  difficult  for  the  average  member 
to  understand.  The  first  reason  can  be  overcome  only  to 
the  extent  that  the  ideas  contained  in  the  second  are 
destroyed. 

Nothing  could  be  more  dangerous  than  the  assumption 
that  theory  is  a  luxury  for  only  a  few  members  of  the 
Party;  on  the  contrary,  it  should  be  firmly  borne  in  mind 
that  it  is  a  necessity  for  all  Party  comrades,  without  ex¬ 
ception.  Nor  is  there  any  inherent  difficulty  in  mastering 
theory. 

Experience  in  our  Party  education  has  shown  many  cases 
of  comrades  who  were  definitely  afraid  to  tackle  theoretical 
study  when  it  was  given  them  as  a  Party  duty,  yet  who  in 
the  course  of  a  few  weeks  discovered  to  their  own  amaze¬ 
ment  that  they  had  a  special  aptitude  for  the  work,  and 
found  that  it  was  a  distinct  pleasure  to  them  to  carry  on 
their  absorbing  studies. 

We  must  break  once  and  for  all  the  myth  (created  and 
perpetuated  by  a  few  pseudo  intellectuals)  that  Marxism- 
Leninism  is  a  mystery  of  mysteries,  the  understanding  of 
which  is  only  given  to  the  chosen  few. 

Lines  of  Work 

What  must  be  done  to  meet  the  educational  needs  of  the 
Party?  This  problem  has  been  discussed  by  the  Party 
leadership  and  the  following  decisions  taken :  — 
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1 .  To  organise  at  the  centre  a  special  department  to  deal 
with  the  development  of  Party  education. 

2.  Similar  departments  on  a  district  scale  must  be 
created  in  all  districts  of  the  Party,  with  a  comrade  in 
charge,  whose  primary  work  is  the  organisation  of 
education. 

3.  Syllabuses  for  a  continuous  system  of  Party  educa¬ 
tion  must  be  created  and  issued.  At  least  two  intermediate 
courses  must  be  provided,  in  addition  to  a  new  recruits’ 
course. 

4.  Members  of  Branch  Committees  and  District  Com¬ 
mittees  will  go  through  special  courses  designed  for  them. 
Attendance  at  such  courses  to  be  an  obligatory  part  of  their 
work  as  members  of  such  committees. 

5.  Educational  work  must  receive  equal  attention,  and 
be  considered  equally  important,  as  industrial  work  or  other 
Party  work,  and  the  necessary  forces  to  carry  out  the  work 
must  be  made  available. 

These  decisions  will  no  doubt  meet  with  objection  from 
many  branches  and  districts  who  are  being  asked  to  give 
some  of  their  best  comrades  for  educational  work.  They 
will  say:  “  We  have  no  people,  we  cannot  spare  you  these 
comrades  from  their  important  work.” 

One  of  the  main  reasons  why  we  have  “  no  people  ”  is 
because  we  have  not  taken  the  trouble  to  look  for  them,  and 
the  job  of  education  is  to  provide  the  Party  with  the  new 
people  who  are  absolutely  necessary  if  the  Party  is  going  to 
build.  We  have  excellent  comrades  with  undeveloped 
potentialities  who  would  be  capable  of  doing  tremendous 
work  for  the  Party,  if  we  trained  them. 

But  so  long  as  the  long  view  is  not  taken  with  regard  to 
education,  so  long  will  we  have  “  no  people  ”  for  the 
hundred  and  one  jobs  that  require  doing. 

It  must  be  clearly  understood,  then,  that  the  comrades 
must  be  found  who  will  take  over  this  educational  work, 
and  they  must  be  comrades  who  have  shown  in  their  other 
work  that  they  are  good  organisers. 
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1 .  To  organise  at  the  centre  a  special  department  to  deal 
with  the  development  of  Party  education. 

2.  Similar  departments  on  a  district  scale  must  be 
created  in  all  districts  of  the  Party,  with  a  comrade  in 
charge,  whose  primary  work  is  the  organisation  of 
education. 

3.  Syllabuses  for  a  continuous  system  of  Party  educa¬ 
tion  must  be  created  and  issued.  At  least  two  intermediate 
courses  must  be  provided,  in  addition  to  a  new  recruits’ 
course. 

4.  Members  of  Branch  Committees  and  District  Com¬ 
mittees  will  go  through  special  courses  designed  for  them. 
Attendance  at  such  courses  to  be  an  obligatory  part  of  their 
work  as  members  of  such  committees. 

5.  Educational  work  must  receive  equal  attention,  and 
be  considered  equally  important,  as  industrial  work  or  other 
Party  work,  and  the  necessary  forces  to  carry  out  the  work 
must  be  made  available. 

These  decisions  will  no  doubt  meet  with  objection  from 
many  branches  and  districts  who  are  being  asked  to  give 
some  of  their  best  comrades  for  educational  work.  They 
will  say :  “  We  have  no  people,  we  cannot  spare  you  these 
comrades  from  their  important  work.” 

One  of  the  main  reasons  why  we  have  “  no  people  ”  is 
because  we  have  not  taken  the  trouble  to  look  for  them,  and 
the  job  of  education  is  to  provide  the  Party  with  the  new 
people  who  are  absolutely  necessary  if  the  Party  is  going  to 
build.  We  have  excellent  comrades  with  undeveloped 
potentialities  who  would  be  capable  of  doing  tremendous 
work  for  the  Party,  if  we  trained  them. 

But  so  long  as  the  long  view  is  not  taken  with  regard  to 
education,  so  long  will  we  have  “  no  people  ”  for  the 
hundred  and  one  jobs  that  require  doing. 

It  must  be  clearly  understood,  then,  that  the  comrades 
must  be  found  who  will  take  over  this  educational  work, 
and  they  must  be  comrades  who  have  shown  in  their  other 
work  that  they  are  good  organisers. 
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Want  to  rouse  sympathy  and  support  for  Spain?  Want  to 
get  campaigns  going  for  the  Peace  Alliance  and  effective 
A.R.P.  ?  Then  show  SPANISH  EARTH — now  available  for  the 
first  time  in  a  complete  version,  on  16mm.  With  the  help  of 
this  picture  your  speaker  can  briefly  smash  home  the  points 
that  the  main  danger  in  war  is  not  gas  but  explosive  bombs. 
That  the  people  are  united  in  their  resistance  to  the  war. 
SHOW  IT  IMMEDIATELY. 

We  are  making  a  very  special  offer  until  September  only, 
which  you  just  can’t  afford  to  ignore.  COMPLETE  SHOW  OF 
"SPANISH  EARTH"  at  an  all-inclusivo  charge  of  £2  I  Os. 
Other  films  similarly  reduced  for  summer.  BUT  BOOK  NOW— - 
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HARRY  POLLITT  writes:  At  last  we 

all  have  an  opportunity  to  study  the  principal 
writings  and  speeches  of  Dimitroff  from  August 
1935  to  November  1937.  THIS  IS  THE  MOST 
IMPORTANT  BOOK  ISSUED  FOR  A  LONG  TIME. 
Here  is  a  book  that  can  be  used  as  a  guide  to  all 
our  day-to-day  difficulties  :  an  explanation  in  simple 
style  by  the  leading  genius  of  the  Communist 
International  of  every  problem  of  the  struggle 
against  Fascism  and  War.  No  one  can  study 
Dimitroff's  views  on  working-class  unity,  Spain, 
China,  the  Soviet  Union,  the  trial  of  the  wreckers 
and  traitors,  the  Youth  question,  without  wanting  to 
do  something  about  it — a  sure  test  of  any  book. 
Throughout  this  book  you  will  see  how  the  basic 
works  of  Marx,  Engels,  Lenin  and  Stalin  are  applied 
to  the  practical  problems  of  our  time.  WE  MUST 
HAVE  A  MASS  CIRCULATION  FOR  IT,  AS  IT 
WILL  HELP  AS  NO  OTHER  BOOK  CAN  IN  SAV¬ 
ING  THE  WORLD  FROM  FASCIST  BARBARITY. 
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